
Ms. Dickson appreciates blue integrity. 
 

© 2014 Clair Dickson http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Msdickson      1 

Critical Thinking Paragraph Model 
Ms. Dickson’s Class 

Teaching English on a Shoestring Budget 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Msdickson 

 

 

Overview: 

A fill-in-the-blank paragraph model for students to use with critical thanking or other paragraphs.  Works 

well for helping students with structuring their paragraphs.  Good for both students new to critical 

paragraph writing and those who need additional support to remain focused and organized. 

 

Teacher Notes: 

The paragraph model can be a useful tool both with teaching paragraph writing but also with reinforcing 

it.  I introduced this in my classroom after seeing how many of my alternative high school students 

wrote unorganized and often underdeveloped paragraphs in response to critical thinking questions.  

With the model, they slowed down and provided better organization—and significantly less “stream-of-

consciousness” writing. 

 

Sometimes I would have students transfer their work from the model to a final draft, and other times I 

would just accept the model, grading more on content (and support).  I run these pages off in batches of 

100 when the machine is free, and students, after initially grumbling, started to request use of them 

even when not required.   

 

The model includes prompts for each sentence of the paragraph and room for students to write.   

 

The topic sentence is the position that the student is taking, the body sentences are evidence/ support 

and the last sentence is a summary. 
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PARAGRAPH MODEL 
►You may have more than one sentence for each of the evidence/explanation lines, 

but you cannot have less than one. 

 
 

Topic Sentence (what you are arguing/ explaining):_________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Evidence (or explanation):_____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation (or more evidence):_________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation (or more evidence): ________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary of topic: ____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Thanks for Buying!   
If you enjoyed this item, check out my store: High School English on a Shoestring Budget.  I use 
free eTexts and creative, multi-day projects to stretch my shoestring budget and now you can 
use these resources to stretch your budget!   
 
Check these out: 

 

 
 

 

Activity Bundles 
currently available for 
the following: 

 The Raven 

 The Cask of 
Amontillado 

 Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow 

 A Christmas Carol 

 MLK’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech 

 Rip Van Winkle 

 The Metamorphosis 

 Aladdin 

 The Monkey’s Paw 

 The Time Machine 

 Frankenstein 

 The Call of the Wild 

 Snow Poetry Activity 
Bundle (Frost, 
Dickinson, Emerson) 

 After Twenty Years 

 The Necklace 

 Bundle Contents 
also sold individually 

 And more coming 
soon! 

 

 

   

High School English on a Shoestring Budget 

Ms. Dickson’s Class 
 
Remember, leaving feedback can earn you TPT credits towards your next purchase!  
 
I'm also on Pinterest: http://www.pinterest.com/asleepatmouse/high-school-english-on-a-shoestring-
budget/ And Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/msdicksontpt  
  

Many 

different 

essay 

themes 

available! 
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Visit my blog: 

 

 

Copyright Information 
Short version: please respect my time and copyright by sharing a link to my store or purchasing 
additional licenses at a reduced cost.   
 
Legal stuff:  This is a paid digital download from my Teachers Pay Teachers Store: 
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Msdickson  
 
As such, it is for use in one classroom only.  (You may purchase additional licenses at a reduced cost). 
This item is also bound by copyright laws and redistributing, editing, selling, or posting this item (or any 
part thereof) on the internet are all strictly prohibited without first gaining permission from the author.  
This includes posting on a class website that is open to the public (i.e. no password or restricted access.)  
Items sold as “Fully Editable” include permission to edit for classroom use.   
 
Violations are subject to the penalties of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act.  Please contact me with 

questions.  msdickson.tpt@gmail.com  
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